Dear
REQUEST FOR DISALLOWANCE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE FISH RESOURCES MANAGEMENT REGULATIONS 1995
I respectfully request you support disallowance of amendments to the Fish Resources Management Regulations 1995 associated with the introduction of a Recreational Boat Fishing Licence. The Minister for Fisheries announced the new licensing system on 2 July 2009 to take effect from mid-October 2009. The Recreational Boat Fishing Licence will effectively be required by all persons fishing from a boat, at an annual cost of $30 for adults and $15 for children. There was no prior opportunity for public discussion of a proposal for a Recreational Boat Fishing Licence and it now must be subject of attention by Parliament.
Recreational fishing from a boat is a social pastime; it is common for a boat owning family to share their boating outings with other families and friends during the course of a year. For most boat owners sharing their boat with others for a few hours is a major aspect of pleasure from owning a boat. Sometimes fishing is the prime reason for a boating outing, but often it is secondary to the pleasure of being on the water or accessing a beach or island. There are more than 70,000 recreational boats in WA, and with an estimated 250,000 persons using the boats the Recreational Boat Fishing Licence could be required by more than 100,000 persons. To require more than 100,000 persons to hold a Recreational Boat Fishing Licence where in most instances they may only fish for a few hours a year for fish that are not endangered (eg herring, squid, crabs, whiting, tailor) and not subject to special limitations, is unfair and irrational.
There are important issues associated with a Recreational Boat Fishing Licence; including cost and inconvenience for families in WA, disincentive to actively recreate outdoors, disincentive to occasionally hire a boat/dinghy or day fish on a charter boat, disincentive to holiday in WA causing a negative impact on regional WA, inconsistency with non-boat fishing and extension of unnecessary Government 'red tape'. It is vital the Parliament debate these issues, and proper scrutiny should lead to disallowance of the misconceived regulations.
In addition to the unfair Recreational Boat Fishing Licence, the amendments to the Fish Resources Management Regulations 1995 include a new West Coast Demersal Scalefish Licence with harsh fees of $150 a year for an adult and $75 for a child, and unreasonable increases in other licence fees which together make a total of $405 for recreational fishing licences in WA. This is a major tax on families compared to $24.50 in Vic and $30 in NSW for a licence to cover the same range of recreational fishing. Again, there has been no opportunity for public discussion prior to the cost increases and they must be subject to analysis and debate in the Parliament in the course of a disallowance motion.
Please reply and advise me you will support disallowance of these unacceptable amendments to the Fish Resources Management Regulations 1995.
Yours sincerely

Name…………………………………………….. ……………………………….   Date    /   /2009

Address…………………………………………………………………………………………..…..
